


HANNINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A MEETING HELD ON 6 OCTOBER 2025 AT 7.15PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL, SCHOOL LANE, HANNINGTON

3270. Attendance and Acceptance of Apologies. Approval of Reasons for Absence.
Present: Chairman J Middleton, Vice Chairman L Wood, Councillors D Basford & I Wilson.

Apologies: Councillor N Jenks & C Middleton. The Parish Council approved the reasons for absence.

In Attendance:  the Clerk, WNC C Irving-Swift for item 3274 and 1 member of the public (Mr G Martin).

3271. Dispensations received and granted.
There were no dispensations received and granted.

3272. Members Declaration of Interest for Items on the Agenda.
There were no Members Declaration of Interest for items on the agenda.

3273. Public Forum - 15 minutes - with a maximum of 5 minutes per question.
There were no requests to speak.

3274. West Northants Councillor.
Taken after item 3282
WN Councillor C Irving-Swift apologised for arriving late, having thought the meeting started at 7.30pm – she was welcomed to the meeting.

A lengthy discussion ensued covering the following items:
· WNC had a £10m deficit, Council tax will rise by 5% but it could be more, recruiting a new CEO - £200k salary and the option to work from home, need to find monies for Children Services & Adult Social Care – Highways budget could be utilised and projects “pushed back”
· If you want a vibrant village, you need community engagement – cinema night, “prettify” the village, bulb planting – WNC Councillor to provide contacts for shared fund-raising ideas
· Lack of accountability within WNC itself
· Inefficiencies with the council – Councillor D Basford to provide photographs of the patching work undertaken on Red House Lane during August, which saw road closures and Highways finishing work at 1pm.  In addition, when they carried out the cleaning of the gullies in Orchard Close, only two out of the seven were done
· Councillor D Basford raised the question of the diversion of CT2 – he last received an email form the Definitive Map Team on 20 August, which stated that they would be requesting a formal diversion notice or removal of the obstructions – neither of which had occurred. He will send a reminder and the Clerk to forward a copy of the August email for the WNC Councillor to follow up on
· Mr G Martin mentioned the new booking system that is being introduced at all the Household Waste Recycling Centres from 3 November. The WNC Councillor stated that it would reduce the amount going to HWRC by 20% being from those using the centres who were from outside the county.  She did not think that this would see an increase in fly tipping as this was a criminal offence.  The new system would help flows during peak periods and businesses would have to pay more.  Any increase in fly tipping would be raised as a concern in the future and that all reported fly tipping should be dealt with within 48 hours (unless it was asbestos or drugs which required specialised disposal).  The Parish Council however remained sceptical

3275. Approve and Sign Minutes of the Meeting dated 1 September 2025.
The minutes for the meeting having previously been circulated were proposed by the Vice Chair and seconded by Councillor D Basford and signed by the Chairman.

3276. To review action taken on matters arising from the minutes of the previous meeting (for information only).
The Community Orchard will be discussed under item 3281.
The pocket park tree work and fencing will be discussed under item 3286.
The posts will be discussed under item 3278.
The notice board will be discussed under item 3286.
The Clerk’s merit increase will be discussed under item 3287.

3277. Correspondence:
(a) None.

3278. Review of Parish Assets: 
(a) Pocket Park – OK.
(b) Allotments - to include update on installation of posts – OK.  However, Councillor I Wilson commented that one of the plot holders – A Stokes had been putting the pumpkin/squash waste on the adjacent plot.  The Allotment Co-ordinator to email and ask for this to be removed.
(c) Bus Shelter/BT kiosk – both OK.  The latter had recently been re-painted by Mr G Martin with help from his neighbour.  The Parish Council thanked him for his work.
(d) Mallards Wood – to include update on installation of post – OK.

The installation of the posts remains outstanding.

3279. Report from Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator.
There was nothing to report locally.

3280. Parish Council casual vacancy – to be filled by co-option.
There was currently one vacancy on the Parish Council which is being advertised in Hannington Life.  

3281. Update on the Community Orchard Grant.
The Clerk had circulated Councillor I Wlson’s thoughts on the project.  The Chairman also re-iterated that there was not a lot of support from the community for projects and the Vice Chair mentioned it was a struggle to get villagers to “buy-in”.  It was therefore agreed NOT to apply for a grant as there were probably more parishes out there who could utilise the funds.

WNC C Irving-Swift arrived at the meeting.

3282. [bookmark: _Hlk210728302][bookmark: _Hlk210728367]Policy on the erection of flags on streetlights, following advise from WNC & NCALC – to adopt a policy – “The display of flags, banners, or any other items on parish-owned lampposts is prohibited without the express written permission of the Parish Council”.
[bookmark: _Hlk210728456]Where a parish council owns a streetlighting column it has the right – and the legal responsibility - to manage what is attached to it.  It also means the council is liable for any incidents that might arise from something being improperly affixed to its property.  Streetlighting columns must be maintained to ensure they are structurally sound and safe and unauthorised attachments can put stress on the columns, interfere with maintenance, or create an electrical hazard.  To this end it was unanimously agreed to adopt this policy.  The Clerk will write to the owners of Karmira, Bridle Road and ask that the flag be removed within 7 days – noting that the PC could be liable for any incidents but had no problem should they wish to erect a flagpole on their own land.

3283. Green Hill Solar Project update and including a Rule 6 - invitation to a Preliminary Meeting on Tuesday 21 October at 10am – Mercure Hotel – Silver Street, Northampton (IW).
Councillor I Wilson stated he intended to go to the meeting & would report back.

3284. Update on the meeting with H Howard (Highways) – A43/Red House Lane junction, to include requesting of 40mph speed limited Red House Lane/Redhouse Road, A43 and move 30mph sign on Holcot Road further out.
The Clerk had received confirmation from H Howard that the request had been passed to the Chair of the Speed Limit Review Panel for consideration at the next meeting.  Once this had taken place she would drop a further email with the outcome.

3285. Planning Application Update – S119 Diversion Order public bridleway CT8 (part).  Updates on other Planning issues – Ash Tree (TPO) School Lane & re-alignment of footpath CT2 close to Red Lion House, School Lane.
There has been no movement on the above – CT2 having been discussed under item 3274.

3286. CIL money projects – purchase of new notice board/Pocket Park fencing/traffic notice re children on roads/ quote from Ambler Trees – pocket park (IW) etc.
Footpath signs – two new signs have been erected along Red House Lane – outside L Austin’s barn - no footpath & outside 2 Red House Lane.
Pocket Park fencing – deferred to the next meeting.
Notice Board – the Chairman is having difficulties in getting hold of the company via telephone but would continue to persevere.
Pocket Park trees – the Chairman had met with Ambler Tree Services, who had provided a quote of £850 – 1 day, 3-man team to remove 5 dead pine trees and some smaller items by the footpath.  All waste will be stacked on site to create habitat piles.  He had also received a verbal quote of £250 for 1 man – half a day to clear the ivy on the footpath.  Ambler only had 2 days left this year, which the Chairman provisionally booked one should the PC accept the quote.  It was agreed to accept both quotes and the Clerk will email Ambler Tree Services.

3287. To consider whether to give the Clerk a merit increase, in addition to the agreed salary review.
Due to the latest of the hour, it was agreed to defer this to the next meeting.

3288. Finance: 
(a) Approve expenditure items received.
It was agreed to pay the following invoices:
Lloyds Bank plc – bank charges	(29 Aug)			D/D		    £5.75
ICO – data protection fee					D/D		  £47.00
nPower – street light electricity					D/D		£288.82
Cancelled							Chq 937
HMR&C – July - Sept PAYE					Chq 938	£227.00
Mrs JP Friell – salary & expenses (July – Sept)			Chq 939           	£971.82
E.on Energy Solutions Ltd – street light maintenance                   	Chq 940	£141.60
TJ Whittaker – grass cutting					Chq 941	£310.00

The reconciled bank balance was £22,509.90 being General £12,185.99 Allotment deposits & Defibrillator replacement £600.00 and CIL £9,723.91 (from 28 April 2022 monies).

(b) Approve income received.
No income had been received since the last meeting.

(c) Budget v Actual – six months to 30 September 2025 and bank reconciliation.
The Clerk had previously circulated the figures which showed the actual expenditure for the six months to 30 September was £6,973 against a budget of £7,303. The Clerk had also circulated details of the bank reconciliation/statement/payments/receipts, which was signed as accurate by Councillor D Basford and the Clerk.

3289. Hannington Life - items for inclusion in the next edition and any New Residents requiring Welcome Pack.
Councillor C Middleton had produced a draft copy for October, which was agreed by the Parish Council for publication, subject to the addition of the Tote winners.  In addition, two Residents Packs were required – Main Street & Orchard Close.

3290. Councillors’ comments for consideration at next meeting.
There were no Councillors’ comments for consideration at the next meeting – however the Chairman asked if Holcot PC could do something about the visibility at the T-junction Holcot/Walgrave Road.  The Clerk stated that it was just a case of taking photographs and reporting on FixMyStreet.  In addition, the overgrown willow tree close to the junction & the bridge also need cutting back.

3291. Date of next meeting:  3 November 2025.



	
